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FROM MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE OF COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT WEBSITE (https://www.mass.gov/info-details/coastal-landscaping-in-massachusetts-shrubs-and-groundcovers) Northern bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica) is a woody shrub averaging 5 to 7 feet in height, with a thicket-forming character. The dark green leaves are aromatic and may stay on the branches for most of the winter. The flowers and white fruit (which are also aromatic) are somewhat inconspicuous, and the berries are a staple food for many species of wildlife. The native bayberry is adapted to a wide variety of soil conditions, but does best on light-textured soils, and spreads naturally into bare sandy soils. Since it does form thickets, bayberry is useful for erosion control and wildlife shelter.
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